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Boko Haram using women as suicide bombers
‘Alarming spike’ in number of girls, women carrying out attacks
for terrorist group as 743,000 children uprooted, UN says
MICHELLE FAUL
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Girls rescued by Nigerian soldiers from Boko Haram at Sambisa Forest line up to collect donated clothes.

Spanish, Polish leaders
stung at election polls
ALAN CLENDENNING
AND VANESSA GERA
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MADRID—Reeling from punishment
at the polls, Spain’s major parties
prepared Tuesday for negotiations
with anti-establishment newcomer
groups while Poland’s governing party assessed how to reconnect with
voters who ousted the president.
The elections held Sunday in the
two countries exposed a common
theme: voters, many of them economically hurting or with friends or
relatives who are, were turned off by
politicians who snubbed their key
concerns.
In Spain, Prime Minister Mariano
Rajoy raised eyebrows during the
campaign by suggesting few Spaniards were talking anymore about
the unemployment rate of nearly 24
per cent as he stressed Spain’s return
to economic growth.
His party won the most votes but
lost the absolute control it enjoyed in
eight of Spain’s 13 autonomous regions that function much like U.S.
states, and was defeated in its traditional Madrid powerbase.
An anti-eviction activist is on track
to become Barcelona’s next mayor as
the new business-friendly Citizens
Party and left-wing We Can Party
emerged as king makers for regional
and municipal governments across
Spain after portraying Rajoy’s Popular Party and the main opposition

Socialist Party as out of touch.
In Poland, President Bronislaw Komorowski lost re-election after a
lacklustre campaign in which he
seemed out of touch with the problems of many Poles despite years of
economic growth. Komorowski was
backed by the ruling pro-market Civic Platform party, whose leaders are
now struggling to see how they can
avoid defeat in the more important
parliamentary elections this fall.
At one point, Komorowski was
asked by a young man how his sister
can expect to get by and purchase a
home when she earns 2,000 zlotys
($652) per month. Komorowski’s reply: “Find another (job). Get a loan.
Get work.”
Since Sunday’s balloting, party
leaders have decried Komorowski’s
campaign as too passive, with some
distancing themselves from the defeated president. Poland’s president
has limited powers, but is the head of
the armed forces, and can propose
and veto legislation.
Komorowski’s opponent was Andrzej Duda, a little-known right-wing
member of the European Parliament. He won after an energetic
campaign focusing heavily on low
wages and poor job opportunities.
In response, Prime Minister Ewa
Kopacz on Tuesday announced a tax
relief to families with children — an
obvious attempt to show greater
concern for struggling Poles.
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The French Navy recently rescued 297 migrants in the Mediterranean Sea.

European Union to relocate 40,000 asylum seekers
LORNE COOK
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BRUSSELS—The European Union will

seek to shift the migration burden
away from Italy and Greece by relocating 40,000 asylum seekers to
other EU countries, according to a
draft document seen by The Associated Press Tuesday.
The relocation proposal, to be unveiled by the EU’s executive commission on Wednesday, would see new
Syrian and Eritrean asylum seekers
shared among 23 of the 28 member
countries over the next two years.
Britain, Denmark and Ireland will not
take part.
The move comes as the number of
desperate migrants crossing the
Mediterranean to get to Europe
continues to rise, with more than
80,000 landing so far this year. The
International Organization for Migra-

tion estimates that 1,820 other migrants have died or gone missing on
that journey.
The influx has left countries like
Italy, Greece, Malta, Germany and
Sweden carrying the biggest burdens.
Under the emergency relocation
plan, which would have to be endorsed by member states and the
European Parliament, countries “will
receive €6,000 ($8,112) for each
person relocated on their territories”
from EU coffers, according to the
document.
Germany would accept the most
asylum seekers over the two years —
a total of 8,763 — while France would
take in 6,752.
Spain, which faces migration challenges of its own, would also take a
significant share, accepting 4,288
people in need of international protection.

LAGOS, NIGERIA—An “alarming spike”
in suicide bombings by girls and
women used by Boko Haram in
northeastern Nigeria has children in
danger of being seen as potential
threats, the UN children’s agency
said Tuesday.
The number of reported suicide attacks has jumped, to 27 in the first
five months of this year compared to
26 all of last year, it said.
Women and children carried out
three-quarters of all such attacks
with girls aged between approximately 7 and 17 years blamed for nine
suicide bombings since July, UNICEF said in a collation of reports.
“Children are not instigating these
suicide attacks; they are used intentionally by adults in the most horrific
way,” said Jean Gough, UNICEF representative in Nigeria. “They are first
and foremost victims — not perpetrators.”
The agency is concerned children
will increasingly be perceived as “potential threats,” putting them in danger of retaliation and jeopardizing
their return home.
It’s not known how many thousands of children and women have
been kidnapped by Boko Haram,
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with new abductions reported every
week. UNICEF said it estimates that
743,000 children have been uprooted by the nearly six-year-old Islamic
uprising, with as many as 10,000 separated from their families in the chaos.
Nigeria’s military recently reported
rescuing some 700 women and children from Boko Haram during a
weeks-long offensive to oust the extremists from camps in its Sambisa
Forest stronghold.
Reporters have seen only 275 of
those freed taken to the safety of a
refugee camp on May 2 and then
reportedly flown to an unidentified
military facility last week, supposedly to undergo more trauma counselling.
Seventy per cent of that group is
children under age 5, with 63 unable
to identify relatives, the National
Emergency Management Agency
said Sunday.
Last week, the president of the International Committee of the Red
Cross, Peter Maurer, expressed
alarm at “the horrific mental and
physical scars” inflicted by Boko
Haram violence.
“Whole communities have fled
their villages and endured unimaginable suffering,” he said.
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New testing will allow researchers to determine the effectiveness of drugs on individual patients. Contributed

THE NEXT BREAKTHROUGH

SickKids leads
the way in cystic
fibrosis research

Christine Bear was at the Hospital
for Sick Children when SickKids’
researcher Dr. Lap-Chee Sui
discovered the gene responsible
for cystic fibrosis. Identifying the
defective gene was not only a major
breakthrough in human genetics;
the 1989 discovery increased the
life expectancy for children with the
disease.
While there is still no cure for CF,
SickKids continues to lead medical
advances that allow children and
adults living with the disease to lead
longer and fuller lives.
Today, Bear heads up a team of
SickKids researchers at the Bear
Lab, who are working to find a
way to repair the defects caused by
the mutation in the CFTR (cystic
fibrosis transmembrane conductance
regulator) gene.
CF is a rare disease, says Bear,
but as a genetic disease, it’s one of
the most common. It is also a disease
that, in severe cases, affects multiple
body systems, including the lungs, the
intestines, and the pancreas, requiring
patients to undergo a heavy course of
daily therapies.
“Although the mean lifespan has
increased dramatically over the past
few decades from teenage years — up
to 50 years of age is the average life
span now — many patients still will
die in their 20s and 30s. It’s a lifeshortening disease,” says Bear, one
with “an onerous treatment burden
throughout their lives.
“Our major focus now is therapy
development,” says the researcher.
“That’s a fundamental aspect of our
work, but then we’re also very aware
that all patients will probably not
respond similarly to the same drugs.”
So the Bear Lab is exploring a
more individualized approach to CF
therapy.
“We need to find ways to study
how a patient’s own lung cells or
pancreas cells will respond to new
interventions,” says Bear. “This
involves collaboration with the
clinician and the patient, of course.
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They’re all part of this, they’re
very interested in finding the best
medications for themselves or their
children.
“The new technology of stem cell
biology is at the forefront of where
we’re going,” she says. “This involves
collaboration with stem cell biologist
Janet Rossant, who is the head of our
research institute.”
Dr. Rossant found that skin taken
from a patient can be turned into stem
cells and then turned into any of the
different tissues that could be affected
by CF. “Then you’ve got that person’s
lung tissues, and then you can ask
‘does this new intervention work on
this patient,’” says Bear.
“We can use their own stem
cells,” she adds. “They’re a renewable
resource of tissue, so you don’t have
to keep taking tissue from the same
patient.
“We’re not there yet, but that’s
where we want to go.”
The technology could make a
difference for CF patients like Madi
Vanstone. The 13-year-old made
headlines last year after successfully
lobbying the provincial government
to help her family pay for a new
drug, Kalydeco. The drug works
well targeting Vanstone’s particular
mutation — a rare one that affects only
3 per cent of CF patients in Canada —
but comes with a high price tag.
“We think that with some of our
methods for testing … we’ll find that a
new emerging drug might work even
better on her (Vanstone’s) mutation,”
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• About 1 in every 25
Canadians carries the gene
responsible for CF.
• Approximately 1 in 3,600
Canadian babies is born with
cystic fibrosis.
• There are approximately
1,997 mutations of the CF
gene.
• Approximately 4,000
Canadians live with cystic
fibrosis.
• The annual cost of the CF
drug Kalydeco, which was
approved by Health Canada
in late 2012, is $300,000.
Source: Dr. Bear, SickKids

Bear says. “This kind of comparison
will enable new drugs to come into the
market and maybe drive down prices
of drugs that are too expensive.”
Bear notes that a new combination
drug called Orkambi — which
received recommendation for approval
by an FDA advisory committee in
the U.S. earlier this month — could
be used to treat approximately 40 per
cent of Canadian patients diagnosed
with delta-F508, the most common
mutation known to cause CF.
But 30 per cent of delta-F508
patients are not responding to
Orkambi, according to Bear. “With
our new platform for personalized
drug testing, we’re going to be able to
identify those people before they go
on the drug and then try some even
more novel combos to see if they work
better than Orkambi.
“Our research is really dependent
on grant funding,” adds Bear.
“National agencies tend to be a
little bit risk averse. Philanthropy has
been essential to kick start new ideas,”
says Bear, adding that philanthropic
funds for some new ideas have filtered
through to SickKids Cystic Fibrosis
Centre, where she is co-director
alongside Dr. Felix Ratjen, division
chief of Paediatric Respiratory
Medicine at the hospital.
“We really don’t want anybody
left behind because a particular new
combo of drugs doesn’t work on
them,” Bear adds. “We want to find
something for everybody.”

